The Marine Technology Society (MTS) is incorporated as a 501c3 not-for-profit scientific society whose
guiding purpose is “to promote awareness, understanding, advancement, and application of marine
technology.” To achieve this mission, the society produces various publications to disseminate scientific
and technical information to the community. Publication vehicles include the MTS Journal, the MTS web
site (mtsociety.org), Currents Newsletter, eNews, and compilations from conferences and workshops.
The Society may, from time to time, charge a fee for publications.

The MTS Publications Committee oversees all Society publications. The Committee is chaired by the Vice
President of Communications and Publications as described in the MTS Bylaws. The Publications
Committee is responsible for a continuing review of the publications program of MTS to assure that the
various components are of the highest quality, responsive to the current needs of users, and to
anticipate and prepare for future needs.

The Marine Technology Society Journal is the flagship publication of MTS. It publishes high caliber, peer-
reviewed papers on subjects of interest to the society including marine technology, ocean science,
marine policy, and education. The MTS Journal is dedicated to publishing timely special issues on
emerging ocean community concerns while also showcasing general interest and student- authored
works. The MTS Journal is presently published in six (6) issues per annum. MTS members shall receive
complimentary online access to the Journal as a benefit of membership. Print subscriptions may be
purchased, at a fee. Issues of the MTS Journal are available as open access beginning in their thirteenth
month of publication. As of Autumn 2021, the MTS Journal is co-branded with the Society for
Underwater Technology (SUT) under the tenets of a contractual joint venture.

It is the policy of MTS that all materials submitted to the Editorial Board for acceptance as commentary
be subject to rigorous, objective standards. No commentary submissions will receive automatic
acceptance, and submissions that do not meet Journal standards will not be published. In specific,
commentary must be approved by at least one (1) Board member and the Journal Editor. This policy
does not apply to the Guest Editor introduction(s); MTS endorsed testimony; bylaws changes; and other
specified MTS approved communications.

Commentaries, by definition, reflect the views and opinions of the author. Unlike technical/scientific
papers or notes, commentaries are not peer reviewed. Furthermore, they do not rely on cited sources of
information and thus can include controversial or unsubstantiated statements. The Editorial Board
reviews commentaries to ensure that a commentary addresses subject matter of relevance to the MTS
membership and does not include libelous or unnecessarily inflammatory material that would reflect
negatively on the Journal or MTS. Board members reviewing these commentaries may make suggestions
for improving the clarity or readability of the commentary, authors are not required to accept these
suggestions. The final decision to publish commentary rests solely with the Editor.
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The society may at its discretion, publish the proceedings of sponsored and co-sponsored educational
conferences and workshops. Conference proceedings provide a vital collection of consolidated papers in
various marine technology related fields, often published in advance of leading journals. Papers
authored by innovators of today’s top emerging technologies must follow rigorous peer- review process
prior to acceptance.

To enhance the accessibility, distribution and use of information and to protect the use of its good
name, MTS is obligated to secure copyright ownership of the material it publishes. In exercising its rights
under copyright, MTS recognizes that it is acting in part to serve and protect the interests of its authors.
Copyright is held by the MTS and not any of its organizational units.

In the first year of publication of any issue of the MTS Journal, no part of the publication may be
reproduced in any form or by any means, except as permitted under section 107 or 108 of the 1976
United States Copyright Act, without either the prior written permission of the publisher or
authorization through:

Copyright Clearance Center
222 Rosewood Drive
Danvers, MA 01923

Tel: (978) 750-8400

Fax: (978) 750-4470

One the one year anniversary of publication, all MTS Journal articles are made available under a Creative
Commons license (attributional); all articles will be made freely available on the public internet,
permitting any user to read, download, copy, distribute, print, search, or link to the full texts of these
articles, pass them as data to software, or use them for any other lawful purpose, without financial,
legal, or technical barriers other than those inseparable from gaining access to the internet itself.
Authors shall retain control over the integrity of their work and the right to be properly acknowledged
and cited.

Organizational and individual member subscribers may, in accordance with the copyright laws of the
United States:

e make temporary local electronic copies, but not to make duplicate copies available, except
following the 12" month of publication, in accordance with the MTS open access copyright
policy, below

e search, view, retrieve, and display material

e electronically save individual articles or items for personal use

e print off a copy of individual articles

e use figures, tables, and short quotes for republication in scientific books and journals with
sources cited appropriately

In addition to the above, Institutional subscribers may:

e distribute a copy of individual articles or parts of an article in printed format to other
authorized users; this includes the distribution of printed copies for teaching purposes
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e access via secure network for authorized users, including from remote locations

e include articles in Electronic Reserve collections for use within the subscribing institution so
long as the copies are deleted when no longer needed for the course; other incorporation in
Course Packs requires MTS permission

e provide single, printed copies of single articles at the request of individual authorized users

e supply to an authorized user of another library

MTS recognizes the need to ensure that authors have a say in how their works are used and the
necessity to foster dissemination of scientific literature while protecting the viability of the publication
system. MTS grants authors the following nonexclusive rights:

e All proprietary rights other than copyright (such as patent rights)

e Right to present the materially orally

e Right to reproduce figures, tables, and extracts properly cited

e Right to make paper copies of all or part of the contribution for classroom use

e Right to deny subsequent commercial use of the contribution

e Right to place the contribution or its abstract on personal or departmental websites (with

proper citation)

Material submitted to the MTS Journal must be original and not published elsewhere. The MTS Journal
does not accept submissions that include plagiarism and, if found, contributions will not be considered
for publication.

Plagiarism is considered by the MTS Journal as:
e The use of large amounts of unacknowledged or published content without proper attribution
or any edits to the text, results/data or figures.
e A mixture of content (text, data, figures) from multiple sources, where the author has utilized
or even edited text without proper attribution.
e reuse by an authority of published research (including text, data, figures) in a new journal

Prior to entering the peer-review process, all submitted manuscripts and technical notes will be checked
for similarity using plagiarism detection software. Contributions found to be plagiarized (full, partial or
self) will be rejected and not considered for publication in the journal.

After publication, if a manuscript is suspected to have been plagiarized, members of the Publications
Committee will conduct an investigation. If the manuscript is found to contain plagiarism the journal will
contact the author and follow the guidelines set forth by the Council on Publication Ethics (COPE). A
determination of plagiarism may lead MTS Journal to offer a statement of retraction to the readers and
remove the manuscript from the MTS Journal archives.
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